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Durslag Interviews Sharp Fellow 


i British Wizard of Razor Tells 
How He Won Speed-Shaving Title 



Durslag 


By MELVIN DURSLAG 

LOS ANGELES — To start 
With, Richard Crux likes ladies, 
he is single and he lives in Lon* 
don. Roughly, this is tantamount 
to having a 
sweet tooth and 
living in Hersh- 
ey, Pa. 

Needless to 
say, Richard, 
who is 25, is ac¬ 
tive Socially. A 
g r a duate of 
Rugby, which is 
in W arwick- 
shire., he 
works as a 
computer o p- 
erator for a 
mining company. 

It is bis custom to shave each 
morning before departing for his| 
joffice. And then he does it again 
in the evening preparatory to 
the nocturnal events of his city. 

From such a humble be-j 
ginning, Richard was destined 
for greatness. And he has ar 
rived. Today, he is the world’s 

phampion speed shaver with a 

double edged razor. 

: Undefeated he has gone ear 
fo-ear in as last as 13 seconds, 
shattering all existing records. 
His stroke is matchless. And, 
nimbly, he works the upper lip 
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jwith deftness of a violin virtuoso 
playing pizzicato. 

Crux won the title last Sep* 
tember in London* unseating thej 
existing champion, a zoologist 
from the Isle of Jersey named 
Michael De Havilland-Geraghty, 

Overconfidence ruined De 
Havilland-Geraghty. Officiating 
at the shave-off was a local 
model, 5 feet 11, attired in a 
micro-mini skirt and a pink 
angora sweater, very, snug. 
Eyeing this smashing creature, 
unworried about Crux, D e 
Havilland-Geraghty blew a de¬ 
cision. 

Impressed with the new cham' 
pion, Personnajilades signed 
him and current! j 

is sponsoring him on a tour of 
America. 

In competitive shaving, the 
clock doesn’t start until the 
principals are lathered up. An 
entrant with a mustache is han¬ 
dicapped three seconds. One 
with long sideburns must give 
up two seconds^ points also are 
deducted for nicki and for ‘spots 
not whisked clean. 

An average shaving time for 
Crux is 17 Vi seconds. He re¬ 
quires but two fcnajor strokes, 
plus clean-up. 

Of course, being single, he 
enjoys a distinct advantage. 


How many husbands, blood 
pouring from their faces, have 
emerged from the bathroom, 
screaming at their wives, “I’ve 
told you 50 times — when you 
shave your legs, don’t leave the 
blade in the razor! M 
The trouble with everyday 
shavers, says Crux, is that they 
make too much of a case out of 
the simple function of shearing 
their whiskers. 

To begin with* It Is not 
necessary to remove one’s shirt 
to get a lather shave. Crux, in 
fact, doesn’t even remove his 
necktie, much less his glasses. 

‘'Gentlemen muck about too 
much merely getting ready to 
shave,” he says. “As you Ameri¬ 
cans say, they psych themselves 
out. Felling that a blade and 
lather shave is too much 
trouble, many resort to an elec-; 
trie razor, which doesn’t do the 
Job as cleanly.” 

“How can a guy shave with 
lather without taking off his 
shirt and tie?” he was asked. 

“Simple. You tuck in the 
collar a bit, apply a small 
amount of lather — this is only a 
lubricant for the blade and men 
use far too much —r and whisk it 
off with the longest strokes pos¬ 
sible* instead of with scads of 
short, choppy strokes.” 

“What do you do when the 
tafher drips on your auit?” 

| you lean over the basin at 
the proper angle, this is im 
possible. M 

Once the lather Is applied* the 
average shaver, according to 
Crux, can learn to remove it 
easily within one minute. 

It is important that men in 
this country develop good 
shaving habits, considering the 
difficulty these days of getting a 
shave in a barber shop. 

It is easy to get one in 
England, and, of course, In 
Italy, the home olfice, the shave 
Is a local arti i 

But American barbers, with 
operations keyed to assembly¬ 
line haircut production, don’t, 
like to mess with shaves. To dis-i 
courage them, some shops 
charge $3.50; others have re¬ 
jected them altogether. * 

Confessing to Champion Crux, 
that we watch television, we in¬ 
quired* confidentially, “is there 
really something about an Aqua 
yelva Man?” 

He responded, “poat-turg leal 
care 1$ another .field.** . 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/d9Cs/gnik00Q0 : / 
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